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KSDK Ch. 5 St. Louis - Feds weigh in on Bridgeton Landfill concerns - 7/26/14 - A branch of the Centers for Disease Control is now weighing in on the radioactive West Lake
Landfill and the neighboring Bridgeton Landfill after a recent report from the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health raised concerns for firefighters near the landfills.
http://www.ksdk.com/story/news/local/2014/07/26/cdc-bridgeton-landfill-west-lake-landfill/13220013/
 
Des Moines Register - Editorial: Iowa needs to explore alternate energy sources - 7/27/14 - Regulated utilities have lately exhibited concern that this enthusiasm for alternative
energy may threaten their monopoly status. And they have asserted themselves in defense of their turf.
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/editorials/2014/07/28/editorial-solar-energy/13256725/
NOTE:  Paywall issues may keep you from seeing this article.  Full text is included at the end of this email.
 
Kansas City Star - Planned restrictions don’t float with fans of Ozark rivers - 7/26/14 - A half century later, the National Park Service has poked that sore again with new rules
about what people can and cannot do in the Ozark National Scenic Riverways down along the Current and Jacks Fork rivers. Officials say a carte blanche over the past few years
threatens the park’s natural beauty and wilderness. http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article810669.html
 
Columbia Missourian - LEO Appeals 'Illegal' BOZA Decision on Ash Landfill - 7/26/14 - Charging that a local county zoning board made an “illegal” decision, an environmental
group has appealed to circuit court a ruling that a proposed Ameren coal ash landfill would meet zoning regulations. http://www.emissourian.com/local_news/county/leo-appeals-
illegal-boza-decision-on-ash-landfill/article_4d5cc0fe-4010-5a1b-9b98-ce966c7df571.html
 
KMOX Radio St. Louis - Court Cases Could Come Down to the Wire for Coal Ash Landfill Opponents - 7/25/14 - It’s the 11th hour for opponents of a coal ash landfill planned
less than an hour away from St. Louis. "My thought is, we’re in a better place than ever right now to actually stop this landfill,” says Patricia Schuba, President of the Labadie
Environmental Organization.
http://www.kansascity.com/news/local/article810669.html
 
Inside Climate - Obama Coal Sales to Cost Society Billions in Global-Warming Damage, Study Says - 7/28/14 - Greenpeace estimates that coal leases approved under
Obama would impose future costs of between $52 billion and $530 billion. http://insideclimatenews.org/carbon-copy/20140728/obama-coal-sales-cost-society-billions-global-warming-
damage-study-says
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Editorial: Iowa needs to explore alternate energy sources
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Iowa long ago committed to moving aggressively toward encouraging development of renewable energy, and it seemed Iowa's regulated utilities had embraced this movement. Recent



events suggest otherwise, however.
 
Regulated utilities have lately exhibited concern that this enthusiasm for alternative energy may threaten their monopoly status. And they have asserted themselves in defense of their
turf.
 
The Associated Press reported that the Branstad administration pulled the plug on a $1 million federal grant to develop policies to speed adoption of solar energy. Electric utilities
lobbied for changes in the grant in an effort to prevent the money being used to promote the benefits of solar energy without pointing out the limitations. After the U.S. Department of
Energy objected to the changes, state and federal officials agreed to end the grant.
 
Earlier, two Iowa public utilities and a power cooperative association sought to block Dubuque from entering into an agreement to buy electricity generated by a private company that
installed photovoltaic solar collectors on a city maintenance facility. That argument, which was endorsed by the Iowa Utilities Board, was rejected by the Iowa Supreme Court in a
July 11 ruling.
 
These signs of protectionism by Iowa utilities that have a state-approved monopoly raise questions about whether this state may run into a brick wall in encouraging free-market
development of alternative energy production.
 
Solar, wind and other renewal fuels by definition offset electricity generated by coal and natural gas. So utility companies that rely heavily on those fuels are understandably
concerned about protecting their investment in power generation and distribution. But that should not come at the expense of developing clean and renewable energy sources.
 
The withdrawal of the solar grant is troubling because it suggests some utility companies may be quietly working to undermine development of solar power, which would not be in the
state's interests. The Iowa Environmental Council estimates Iowa has the potential to produce up to 20 percent of its electric needs with energy from the sun using rooftop collectors
alone. Nothing should stand in the way of achieving that goal.
 
The issue before the Iowa Supreme Court cut to the heart of the regulated utilities' challenge in the face of growing alternatives. Iowa law grants monopoly status to large producers
and distributors of energy to avoid duplication of huge investments in power plants, transmission lines and gas pipelines.
 
In the Dubuque case, Eagle Point Solar agreed to install solar panels on the city building and sell electricity to the city. Interstate Power and Light, the Iowa Association of Electric
Cooperatives and MidAmercian Energy argued that by selling power rather than just solar collectors Eagle Point was in effect a "public utility," encroaching on Interstate Power's
territory.
 
It is fair for regulated utilities to defend against encroachment by competitors acting as "public utilities," but it was a stretch to see a serious threat in an agreement that provided only
part of the energy needs of one building.
 
For the foreseeable future, this state will need to grant monopolies to public utilities that have the resources to invest in infrastructure and generating capacity to serve the bulk of
energy demand. But at the margins, the free market will continue to chip away at the amount of energy produced by fossil fuels and replace it with conservation and renewable fuels.
 
The challenge for the Iowa Legislature, Iowa Utilities Board and the courts is to protect public utilities that provide base load energy while encouraging transition to alternative energy
sources that do not pollute the air and water or generate greenhouse gases.
 


